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EUROPE:   A  GEOGRAPHICAL  SURVEY

of Norway, and, with Norway, came under the rule of the Danish
kings in 1381.-When .Norway separated from Denmark in 1814,
Iceland remained in Danish hands, and continued in the status of a
Danish colony until 1918. In that year Iceland, ,was acknowledged a
sovereign state, but it is united with Denmark by having the same
sovereign. In other, words, the king of Denmark is*,als,c> king of Iceland.
Located in the far north, Iceland is suitable fpr human habitation
because of the warm waters of the North Atlantic Drift, and because
of the direction of the winds. Especially in the southwest the cool,
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DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION

The distribution of population in Iceland. (From "The! Renaissance of Iceland,"
by Earl Hanson; courtesy of the Geographical Review, published by the American
Geographical Society of New York.)

marine climate with its many storms seems favorable for human
occupation.

This island has an area of 39,709 square miles, and had a popula-
tion of 108,726 in 1930. It thus has a population density of 2.6 per
square mile. Much of the island is waste land, covered with mountains,
glkciers and lava. The only section suitable for agriculture is located
in the southwest, and here is to be found the majority of the popula-
tion, as well as Reykjavik, the capital and leading city.

The population of Iceland is progressive, capable and well educated.
Its cultural accomplishments are remarkable, and it has produced many
noted leaders in various cultural activities. Recently, also, there has
been an increase in economic activity which is remarkable, considering
the environmental handicaps. The capacity of the population seems to